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Maundy Thursday, April 1, 1999
There is a wonderful tone of peaceful resignation in Jesus' words and actions at the Last Supper as St. John describes them to us. He sets the stage in the first line of this evening's Gospel, writing, "Now before the feast of the Passover,, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world', he loved them unto the end."
"Having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end." St. John is talking about us. Jesus loves us in the world, just as he loved his disciples. Jesus will love us unto the end, just as he loved his disciples. We are his own.
St. John does not give us the same sort of agony-in-the-Garden-of-Gethsemane scene other evangelists do. Instead, he tells us that earlier in Holy Week, when Jesus knew that his earthly life was almost over, he cried out, "Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'?: but for this cause came I unto this hour."
"I am upset, I don't want to die, but it would be absurd for me to ask God to let me off the hook from going through with this, because going through with this is the whole reason I have come to this moment and to this place."
So by Thursday evening, Jesus is completely resigned to what is going to happen to him, and he has accepted it -- not because he likes it, necessarily, but because he knows it is what his Father wants him to do. He has said earlier, "My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work."
The "Maundy" of Maundy Thursday refers to the new commandment Jesus gives his disciples at the Last Supper. The commandment is, "Love one another, as I have loved you." Take care of one another, as I have taken care of you. Do what is best for one another, as I have done what is best for you. Serve one another, as I have served you.
He illustrates what the new commandment means in two ways -- the foot-washing which St. John describes is first. Jesus explains why he washed the disciples' feet by saying, "If I then your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you."
Then Jesus illustrates the Maundy further by establishing the sacrament of Holy Communion. He says himself, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." Holy Communion brings Jesus' death on the cross into our presence. His death is the way he shows us most clearly that he loves us.
And in this wonderful sacrament he has given us a way we can represent his love and remember his love and participate in his love any time we choose, for St. Paul tells us, "As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come." Having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end."
The Collect. ALMIGHTY Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, did institute the Sacrament of his Body and Blood; Mercifully grant that we may thankfully receive the same in remembrance of him, who in these holy mysteries giveth us a pledge of life eternal; the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.
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