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The basic message of today's gospel is that if you ask God to do something for you, your chances of getting what you want improve if you believe God can actually do it. St. James tells us, "When you pray, you must believe, and not doubt at all."
Two of Jesus' miracles make the point. An important man asks Jesus to raise his daughter from the dead. As Jesus is on his way to the man's house, a woman comes up behind him and grabs the hem of his cloak, while she says to herself, "If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole."
Jesus heals the woman and tells her, "Your faith has made you whole." When he gets to the ruler's house the crowd of paid mourners makes fun of him, but he brings the young woman back to life anyway. As is the case in the other two New Testament resurrections, this one is performed for the benefit of a family member of the dead person. Here the young woman's father, who has the confidence that Jesus can do it, is the one rewarded.
Today is the two hundred and fifteenth anniversary of a central event in the history of our church. Looking at it through the lens of confidence in prayer, we have to say that this event did not reward the faith of everybody who prayed about it, because some people wanted it to happen, and others did not. Why God chooses to do what he does in any given situation remains, at least in part, always a mystery.
From 1607 on there were Church of England clergymen and Anglican churches in America. The resistance of colonists who belonged to dissenting Protestant churches was the main reason the American Anglicans never had a bishop of their own during the colonial period though many Anglicans were also just as glad to be an ocean away from their bishop. As a result, few Americans were ever confirmed, and it was a rare American who traveled to England to be ordained.
After the Revolutionary War ended, American Anglicans had some major decisions to make. If they were to remain true to the tradition of the Church of England -- to say nothing of the church of the previous eighteen centuries -- they would have to have bishops.
But actually getting bishops was another matter. The colonists had just ended a successful war against Great Britain -- the nation most likely to be the source of bishops to make new bishops for America.
Some leaders of American Anglicanism believed the church could get along without bishops at least for awhile until the smoke cleared. Others were appalled at the prospect of giving up for any time at all the historic succession of bishops which comes down from the first apostles.
Clergy in Connecticut took the bull by the horns and elected a priest named Samuel Seabury to be their bishop. Just being elected was not enough, of course. Bishops are elected to their administrative jobs, but they have to be ordained by other bishops to become bishops in the first place.
Seabury went off to England and asked the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of London to ordain and consecrate him. They hid behind a Parliamentary statute which said that no Church of England bishop could consecrate someone who refused to take an oath of allegiance to the Crown. That, quite obviously, excluded Seabury, who was seeking to be a bishop in a country that had just finished beating the army of the King of England. 
Seabury had studied medicine some decades earlier in Aberdeen, Scotland. Scotland was the home of an Anglican Church that had broken off from the Church of England about a century earlier. The issue was the Glorious Revolution of 1688, in which Parliament fired the legitimate King, James II, and replaced him with William and Mary who came from Holland.
Much as they deplored James II's attempts to make the Church of England Roman Catholic again, loyal English bishops believed they could not swear allegiance to a new king while the one to whom they had sworn allegiance already was still alive. They became known as "Non-Jurors" or "Non-Swearers." After they were kicked out of the Church of England, the Non-Jurors established the Episcopal Church of Scotland.
Bishops in succession to the original Non-Jurors consecrated Samuel Seabury as the first Bishop of Connecticut and as the first Anglican bishop in the United States -- in Aberdeen on November 14, 1784, 215 years ago today. Seabury and his consecration were denounced by such American Anglican luminaries as George Washington and John Jay.
After awhile, however, the Americans who wanted to go slowly on the issue of bishops capitulated. Parliament relaxed its rules also, and bishops for New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia were consecrated in the next couple of years. An ancestor of mine named Samuel Prevoost was the first bishop of New York. I feel I can drop his name without much shame because he was not a very appealing fellow. Prevoost wanted to squeeze Seabury out of the House of Bishops, but just before the meeting at which he wanted to do his dastardly deed, God struck Prevoost down with the gout.
In any event, American Anglicanism has bishops -- bishops to whom my fellow ACC bishops and I stand in direct succession, because of Seabury and the Non-Jurors. God has been faithful to us in giving us apostolic ministry. Let us be faithful to him in using it properly.
The Collect: O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their offences; that through thy bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from the hands of those sins, which by our frailty we have committed. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen.
The Epistle: Colossians 1: 3 - 12
The Gospel: St. Matthew 9: 18 - 22 
