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Easter Day, April 15, 2001 
I want to retain my credentials as a Bible-based orthodox bishop today. So, following the requirements of the Book of Acts, chapter 1, I proclaim to you that Jesus Christ who was dead on Friday is alive in a body on Sunday. Christ is risen from the dead. If you are baptized into his body, and if you believe that he died on Friday to forgive your sins, then you will rise from the dead too. You don't need to be afraid to die. Jesus has solved the problem of death by rising from his tomb. 
Jesus' resurrection has two obvious reference points. The first is the rebirth of nature in springtime. Rabbits, eggs, new clothing, and lilies all tie the resurrection of Jesus to the new life God gives nature in spring -- at least that idea works here in the northern hemisphere. 
Our processional hymn this morning makes the point perfectly, "Earth her joy confesses/ Clothing her for spring/ All fresh gifts return with her returning King/ Bloom in every meadow/Leaves on every bough/ Speak his sorrow ended/ Hail his triumph now." The resurrection of Jesus is not a way to talk about spring, spring is a way to talk about the resurrection of Jesus. 
The second reference point is the Passover and Exodus -- the event about thirty-three hundred years ago in which God freed his people Israel from their bondage in Egypt. In the Exodus God freed Israel from slavery to Pharaoh; in the death and resurrection of Jesus God frees us from slavery to sin and death. 
God made Israel pass through the waters of the Red Sea to make their escape. God takes us through the waters of baptism to make our escape. Our Easter hymns make this point also. "God hath brought his Israel/ Into joy from sadness/ Loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke/ Jacob's sons and daughters/ Led them with unmoistened foot/ Through the Red Sea waters/ 'Tis the spring of souls today/ Christ hath burst his prison." 
The resurrection of Jesus means that in the end if you stick with God everything is going to turn out right. Our problems in this world are because of our sin. The long range consequence of our sin is that we die. The resurrection of Jesus proves that God is stronger than sin, and God is stronger than death. 
So, as St. Paul puts it, "If ye, then, be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." If you want to rise with Christ even while you are still alive, then keep your eyes on him, sitting down next to God -- where everything is just fine. "For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ, shall all be made alive." 
The Collect. ALMIGHTY God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; We humbly beseech thee that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end. Amen. 
This Collect is to be said daily throughout Easter Week.
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