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The prophet Zechariah tells us when the Messiah appears he will stand on the Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem. That connects to what the angels tell the disciples this evening, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
Jesus went back to heaven from the Mount of Olives. Jesus will return from heaven to the Mount of Olives. The disciples' job in the time in between those two great events -- a job they pass to the church -- is to let the Holy Ghost fill them so they can tell about Jesus to the farthest parts of the earth. That is his commission to his apostolic church. That is what we are supposed to be doing. 
I am struck every year with the fact that the lessons for Ascension Day -- both written by St. Luke -- tell us what the ascension looked like from the disciples' perspective -- the takeoff -- his going up from earth into the cloud of the presence of God. 
But the imagery of the hymns is mostly a description of the landing, as it were -- what it looked like at the other end -- from the perspective of God and the holy angels -- the welcome back -- the "When Johnny comes marching home" end of the ascension. 
That imagery is borrowed in turn from one of the most dramatic passages of scripture -- the seventh chapter of the prophecy of Daniel. Let me quote it to you so you can enjoy it. "The Ancient of days" is "the old one" -- God the Father almighty, and Jesus is the Son of Man. 
"The Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like a fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened ... I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." 
Jesus has gone back to heaven, and he has taken our human nature with him. We are up there with him in heart and mind now. Soon he will appear on the Mount of Olives to take us up to live forever with the Ancient of days. So we pray, as he taught us, "thy kingdom come." 
The Collect. Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens; so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.
The same Collect, Epistle, and Gospel shall serve for every day after, unto the next Sunday, except upon the Feast of St. Philip and St. James.

The Epistle. Acts i. 1.

The Gospel St. Luke xxiv. 49.

