
Lay Reader Sermon Series IV

The Transfiguration of Christ


psalter:
Psalm 27

1st lesson:
Exodus 34:29-35
2nd lesson:
Luke 9:28-36
Christ's Glory and Ours
And as (Jesus) prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias . . .
As St. Mark wrote, Jesus was transfigured before them (9:2). Tradition has fixed the location of the Transfiguration as Mt. Tabor, a peak about five miles east of Nazareth. St. Peter's suggestion to build three booths or tabernacles, made apparently for knowing nothing better to say at the moment, hints that it may have been the fall of the year, the time of the feast of Tabernacles.
Moses and Elijah (Elias as the Prayer Book says) talked with Jesus of his decease – the fate which awaited Him in Jerusalem. This was a reference also to Jesus' first prediction of the Passion, which He made about a week before.
Moses was the lawgiver of the first covenant, and its premier authority. Elijah was the first in the series of outstanding prophets who brought God's Word to Israel. Their work was culminated in Jesus, Who was found alone when the cloud disappeared; and whose authority was made clear by God's voice speaking out of the cloud. This is my beloved Son: hear him.
At Jesus' Baptism, the heavenly voice had said to Him, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased (Mark 1:11). Now it was addressed to the inner circle of the apostles, and to all humanity. Jesus is the One to whom people must turn – must hear – for saving truth.
The three apostles saw his glory. We were eyewitnesses of his majesty, St. Peter's second Epistle says in speaking of this experience (II Peter 1:16). To borrow words from St. Paul, they saw the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 4:6), and experienced a foretaste of the glory into which Jesus entered at His Resurrection.
The cloud which came down onto Mt. Tabor and overshadowed them was evidence of the presence of God. We become concerned for our safety if we drive into thick fog on a mountain top road; the apostles feared as they entered into the cloud for another reason, that they recognized it as symbolic or expressive of God's presence with them.
It had been that way since the Hebrews' sojourn in the Sinai wilderness, where God led them by a pillar of cloud by day, and came down to Mt. Sinai with cloud and fire to give Moses the Law. A cloud had filled Solomon's new temple when it was dedicated, so thick that the priests could not see to minister; and the author of I Kings recognized all this as the presence of the glory of the Lord (which) filled the house of the Lord (I Kings 8:10-11). So it is God on the holy mount Who calls us to hear His Son.
The Transfiguration is not only a vision of the glory of God in Jesus, God's beloved Son; it is also a glimpse or foretaste of the destiny of those who are Christ's, that is, of all who have been baptized into Him.
In the Collect, we prayed that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, may be permitted to behold the King in his beauty . . . The result of that vision, according to St. Paul, is that we all, . . . beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another (II Corinthians 3:18). Paul's statement of the result of fixing our attention on Jesus and His glory suggests his description of the resurrection body: The dead shall be raised incorruptible. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality (I Corinthians 15:52-53).
Thus in a prayer in the Burial Office, we ask that we may have our perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy eternal and everlasting glory (Page 334). Or, as St. John wrote in his first letter. Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that when (Jesus) appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is (I John 3:2). That's our destiny, says John, shown to us in the glory of the transfigured Christ.
There's also a moral dimension to this destiny that awaits us in Jesus, and of which we're already partaking. We must purify ourselves, as Jesus is pure, admonishes St. John (I John 3:3). St. Paul tells us. Be not conformed to this world--because, we can say parenthetically, that's not where a Christian gets his or her moral standards – but, Paul goes on to urge us, be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God (Romans 12:2).
Transformed--this is a translation of a word that is the root of the word "metamorphosis". It's a form of the same word Matthew and Mark used in their accounts of this vision of the glory of Christ, when they wrote. He was transfigured before them.
As we live day-by-day, trying to keep the glory of the Lord mentally before us, we must know that the Holy Spirit is working within us so that we may be transformed – transfigured even, so that we are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another. Then, by God's mercy, perhaps we can begin to prove – have sure knowledge of – that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God; a lifelong task, and one expects, a task for eternity.
So may the Collect for today be answered more and more in our lives, and in the lives of all of God's people, that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, may be permitted to behold the King in his beauty – both in this world, and in the world to come.
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